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suited in a Volkerwanderung in which the triumphant barbarian
war-bands swept over the derelict provinces of the decrepit
universal state and carved out for themselves 'successor-states'
in which they tried to settle down in order to exploit their vic-
tory and to five upon the conquered population as a privileged
caste.
In all these vicissitudes of their struggle with the disinte-
grating civilization's dominant minority the barbarians walked
undeviatingly in the path of Violence; but in the hour of their
victory the several war-bands went to different lengths in the
degree  of the atrocity with which they treated their victims.
Among some of them there was at least a tendency to incline
from Violence towards Gentleness; and there was at any rate
one victorious war-lord who was convinced by his personal ex-
perience that the fame for which he thirsted could only be won
by his making it his mission to fulfil and not to destroy the work
of the age-long adversary whose dominance had been broken at
last.    Nor was even the violence of the, barbarians  altogether
uncreative.  On one front they made for themselves, in the likeness
of the war-lord and his band, a new pantheon which bore no
closer a resemblance to the pristine objects of the worship of
Primitive Mankind than it bore to the vision of God which was
beheld by the prophets of the 'higher religions' that were arising,*
in the same age, in the bosom of the Hellenic internal proletariat.
On other fronts they took some one of these 'higher religions'
and either refashioned it into something new, or modified it to fit
their own barbarian heritage, or at least adopted it in a sectarian
form which became their own distinctive barbarian badge.   These
were rudimentary acts bf creation,  and this barbarian vein of
creativity revealed itself not only in the field of religion but
also in works of literary art.   The North European barbarians
who invented Wode,n and his band of deified freebooters were
also the makers of Beowulf and the Continental Teutonic epic
poetry.  The Arabian barbarians who created Islam out of broken,
lights  of Judaism  and  Christianity which  flickered  over their
steppes were also the makers of a lyric poetry with a personal note
which the Prophet Muhammad turned to religious account in
the rhymed prose of the Qur'an.
The Minoan External Proletariat.
If we have truly succeeded in Taking out the main features in
the portrait of the external proletariat of the Hellenic Society,
this scrutiny may provide us with a clue for carrying out the rest
of our present survey. Let us now proceed to pass in review the